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was, not to meddle with the matter, and not to introduce
into our political condition the insecurity attached to even
a conditional refusal. The fear of the possibility of a
change of system at every change of sovereign should not
be aroused. The authority of Prussia in Germany and
her capacity for action in Europe would be diminished
by a struggle between the Crown and the Diet; sides
would be taken throughout Liberal Germany against the
contemplated step. In my sketch of the consequences to
be apprehended, I started from the same idea which I had
to explain to him in 1866, when it was a question of the
Indemnity Bill: namely, that questions of constitution were
subordinate to the necessities of the country and its polit-
ical position in Germany, and that there was no urgent
necessity to touch ours at present; and that for the time
being the question of forces and internal self-reliance
was the chief thing.

When I returned to Sans-Souci I found Edwin Man-
teuffel agitated with apprehension about my long conver-
sation with the Prince and the possibility of further inter-
ference on my part. He asked me why I did not go to
my post, where I should be very much wanted in the
present state of affairs. I replied: I am much more nec-
essary here!

By royal decree of October 23 the Prince of Prussia
was charged to act for the King for the next three months,
and this was renewed three times for three months, but not
being again extended it lapsed in October 1858. In the
summer of 1858 a strong effort was being made to induce
the Queen to obtain the King's signature to a letter to
his brother, saying that he felt himself sufficiently recov-
ered to undertake the government, and that he thanked
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